Dynamically Setting a Default Printer on Win95 and NT (32 bit only)
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The following information will allow you to dynamically set and print to a different printer from within PowerBuilder. This code is limited to 32 bit programming since under 16 bit a system reboot would be required. Under 32 bit the registry effects the system defaults automatically allowing for dynamic changes at runtime. 

Note: Remember that the printer you dynamically change to must already be configured on that system.

Windows95 Code Example:
NOTE: Windows 95 requires an extra step to setting a new default printer. 

/******************************************************************
Variable Explaination: 
li_rtn = Return code to verify if the WIN.INI update succeeded.
ls_default = String variable that contains the default printer name.
ls_driver = String variable that holds the printer's driver.
ls_port = String variable that holds the printer's port.
ls_printer = String that will contain the concatenated printer's driver and port.
ls_key = String variable containing the registry path to the printer information.

Object Explaination:
sle_def = Single line edit that contains the default printer's name.
sle_def2 = Single line edit that contains the default printer's port and driver.
sle_new = Single line edit that contains the new printer's name.
sle_new2 = Single line edit that contains the new printer's port and driver.

*******************************************************************/
//Variable declarations:
int li_rtn
string ls_default, ls_driver, ls_port, ls_printer, ls_key

//STEP 1: Get the current default printer name.
RegistryGet("HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Config\0001\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Print\Printers", "default", ls_default)
sle_def.text = ls_default

//STEP 2: Get the default printers driver and port.
ls_key = "HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Print\Printers\"+ sle_def.text
RegistryGet(ls_key, "Printer Driver", ls_driver)
RegistryGet(ls_key, "Port", ls_port)
sle_def2.text = ls_driver + "," + ls_port

//Step 3: Set a new default printer name.
int li_rtn
li_rtn = RegistrySet("HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Config\0001\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Print\Printers", "default", sle_new.text)
if li_rtn = 1 then
Messagebox("Setting new printer name", "Successful")
else
Messagebox("Setting new printer name", "Failed")
end if

//Step 4: Get the new default printer's driver and port.
ls_printer = sle_new.text
ls_key = "HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\System\CurrentControlSet\Control\Print\Printers\"+ ls_printer
RegistryGet(ls_key, "Printer Driver", ls_driver)
RegistryGet(ls_key, "Port", ls_port)
sle_new2.text = ls_driver + "," + ls_port

//STEP 5: Set the new default printer name, driver and port in the WIN.INI file.
ls_printer = sle_new.text + "," + sle_new2.text
li_rtn = SetProfileString("c:\windows\win.ini", "Windows", "device", ls_printer)
if li_rtn = 1 then
Messagebox("Win.ini Update", "Successful")
else
Messagebox("Warning", "An error has occurred")
end if

Windows NT Code Example:

//STEP 1: Get the current default printer name.
string ls_default
RegistryGet("HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows NT\CurrentVersion\Windows", "Device", ls_default)
sle_def.text = ls_default

//Step 2: Set a new default printer name.
int li_rtn
li_rtn = RegistrySet("HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Windows NT\CurrentVersion\Windows", &
"Device", sle_new.text)
if li_rtn = 1 then
Messagebox("Setting new printer name", "Successful")
else
Messagebox("Setting new printer name", "Failed")
end if


